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may have given-up a significant edge at the
end. 

As they went down the ballot, Trump vot-
ers “dropped off” at much lower rates 
than Democrats:   Thus far, Republican Con-
gressional candidates are only 1.1 million votes
behind Trump; but Democratic candidates are
4.1 million behind Biden.  This margin, which
will probably grow as the count is completed,
was a death blow for many Congressional (and 
legislative) candidates.  There could be several
explanations:   

● The 8% of Republicans who voted for Biden
(vs 4% of Dems who voted for Trump) may have
stuck with their party in down-ballot races.   

● Leftists, who held their noses to vote for
Biden, may not have done so for moderates
down-ballot.   

● Some anti-Trump independents may have 
split their tickets to forestall a strong move to
the left.  

● Lack of face-to-face persuasion/GOTV may
have been costly, since “new” GOP voters
clearly out-performed “new” Democrats down-
ballot. 

Ironically, white voters without college
degrees may have been critical for both
candidates:  These voters are at the core of the
Trump’s support and were a major source of the
new votes his campaign pulled out in Novem-
ber.  At the same time, Biden seems to have
made bigger gains (relative to Clinton) with
this group than with any other – especially, but 
not exclusively, among women.  Trump still
won this group big, but his margin was signifi-
cantly reduced.  In other words, Trump suc-
ceeded in making these people a much bigger
chunk of the electorate than expected (one rea-
son polling was off), yet Biden survived because
he won a bigger share of their votes. 

Biden gains among older voters were off-
set to some degree by losses among minor-
ity voters:  As Covid’s most likely victims, it

was no surprise that senior citizens turned 
against Trump over his handling of the pan-
demic.  Less expected were Trump’s gains 
among Hispanic voters – and, possibly, among 
African-American men.  Biden carried Hispan-
ics by a large margin nationally, but lost 
ground compared to Clinton.  This was espe-
cially true in Florida, where he won by less 
than 10% vs Clinton’s 30%.  The losses in Flor-
ida were mainly due to Cuban-Americans and 
immigrants from South and Central America, 
but in some other states there was also fall-off 
among Mexican-Americans.  Probably the most 
startling results were in south Texas.  In one 
county there (Starr County; 96% Mexican-
American; very culturally conservative) Biden’s 
vote was a bit below Clinton’s (each at 9,000+), 
but Trump’s vote nearly quadrupled to more 
than 8,200!  Trump also had some success in 
targeting African-American men, though it 
isn’t yet clear how much he gained.  Regardless, 
African-American support and turnout were 
absolutely essential to Biden’s victory.  

Republicans hurt Democrats, especially 
in swing districts, by focusing on the 
party’s move to the left:  Late survey data 
suggest that the Democratic “brand” was badly 
damaged among key groups of voters by 
Trump’s charges of socialism, by persistent vi-
olence connected with protests in Portland and 
some other cities, and by calls to “defund the 
police.”  The charges of socialism appear to 
have been especially effective with Hispanic 
voters from Cuba and Central and South Amer-
ica.  The issues around police and violence were 
especially harmful in rural areas and among 
older voters (helping Trump hold down his 
losses over pandemic incompetence). 

Republicans invested heavily in targeting 
sub-groups with very specific negative 
messages on-line:  Much of the outreach to 
different Hispanic communities, for example, 
and also to African-American men, was on-line. 
This effort built on similar and quite successful 
efforts in 2016.  As the relative impact of TV 
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shellacking last Tuesday.  The results were a
far cry from my predictions.  Florida, North
Carolina, Ohio, Texas and Iowa all slipped
away, as did all the Senate Toss-Up seats, ex-
cept for the two in Georgia; about 10 House 
seats were lost; and we made zero progress in
flipping state legislative chambers, despite
strong expectations and positive polling.  So
how do we explain all that, despite the record
turnout which, under traditional logic, should
have helped us? 

It seems clear that we indeed boosted turnout,
and sometimes margins, in metropolitan areas,
even while the President was capturing a nota-
bly higher share (though still small) of the

areas than in 2016, meeting or exceeding the
2012 levels.  But the President also increased
his vote, going up by 20 – 30,000 in all three
cities.  Clearly, the Trump advertising had an
impact and appeared to be luring central-city
voters, particularly younger African-American
men, into his camp, despite that advertising be-
ing blatantly false. 

But it was the suburbs where Vice-President
Biden really ran up his margins compared to
2012 and 2016.  In the Detroit suburbs of Oak-
land County, the Democratic vote went up by
90,000, compared to an increase of 35,000 for
the GOP; in Pennsylvania’s Montgomery
County, Dems went up by 57,000, compared to

African-American vote.  We dra-
matically expanded our margins
in the suburbs.  But the GOP
campaign did, in fact, unearth
and promote a substantial in-
crease in turnout in rural areas,
even over his excellent perfor-
mance in 2016. 

For specific examples, we can
look at Michigan, Pennsylvania
and Georgia, and compare the
2012, 2016 and 2020 results in
central cities, suburban counties

and rural counties.  (I’m posting the actual data
on our web site, but will just summarize it here
to save space.)  In Michigan, Wayne County in-
cludes all of Detroit; Oakland is a major subur-
ban county just west of Detroit; and Hillsdale
is farm country west and south of Detroit.  In
Pennsylvania, Philadelphia County includes
the city of Philadelphia; Montgomery County is
a suburban area just to the north of Philadel-
phia; and Bedford County is a rural area in the 
south central part of the state.  In Georgia, Ful-
ton County includes Atlanta; Cobb County is
suburbs just to the north; Bartow County is a
rural area further north of Atlanta. 

In all three states, we see Democrats doing sub-
stantially better this year in the core urban

20,000 for the Reps; and in Cobb 
County, Georgia, Dems went up 
60,000 versus 13,000 for the GOP.

In the rural counties, however, 
the GOP had a spectacular surge. 
In Georgia’s Bartow County, 
Dems increased their turnout by 
4,000, but the GOP surged by 
8,000 votes over their 2016 totals, 
which were record highs.  We saw 
the same in Bedford, Pennsylva-
nia and Hillsdale, Michigan – the 
absolute numbers may have been 
small, but in all three states, 

there are lots of small, rural counties, and rela-
tively few large, urban or suburban counties. 
In the Blue Wall states and in Georgia, the ur-
ban / suburban population density was enough 
to carry the state.  But in North Carolina, Ohio, 
Texas and other states, the margins weren’t 
enough to offset the increased rural GOP vote. 

Clearly, we Democrats had underestimated the 
ability and success of the Trump campaign op-
eration to identify potential Trump supporters 
who had not voted in 2016, and to turn out both 
those new voters and traditional GOP support-
ers.  Their face to face, door to door campaign-
ing, which we ridiculed, may have been quite 
effective.  They did, in fact, find hidden Trump 
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  ACT and ADC Meeting via Zoom 

Thursday, December 3 
Socializing 6:30 p.m.; Meeting 7:30 p.m. 

Please join ACT’s and ADC’s Zoom Meeting on
Thursday, December 3.  Social hour begins at 
6:30 p.m.  Note that festive headgear and holi-
day beverages are very much in order!  Rejoic-
ing and toasting are in order too!  Co-Chair Bar-
bara Paul will preside. 

Our program on ‘Housing’ will begin at about
7:30 p.m.  We are pleased to present featured 
speakers Jill Shook, an educator and author 
of Making Housing Happen: Faith-Based Af-
fordable Homes, and founder of Students and
Tutors Achieving Real Success (STARS), a min-
istry at Lake Avenue Church, and Rick Cole, 
former Santa Monica City Manager and former 
Pasadena Councilperson and Mayor (among his
many roles).  See Rick’s article “Housing is a
Human Right” in this Phoenix. 

While we will miss our traditional holiday pot-
luck, we expect to have a great time.  We hope
everyone can join in.  All are welcome. 

 
Neighborly Harmony / Suppression 

I have waited for a month for my Biden flag.
Now, it is in the front yard of the house I rent. 
My neighbor, who lives in the house across from
me, in our courtyard, is watering her lawn.  She 
mumbles, “Political signs can cause problems.”

I shoot back, “My sign is part of my free speech
rights.” 

“Yes, but…,” she says, “… we have to live with
our neighbors in this complex.  We don’t want 
to offend anyone.” 

She and I speak more about keeping the peace,
then I go to back inside.  I text a  few friends 
who tell me to keep the sign up.  I go to bed,
resolved that I have done the right thing.  As I
lie here, I think about how I am new to this

group of people and  that we have all become so 
close in so short a time.  We have helped each 
other and heard each other’s stories.  I don’t 
want to ruin the relationships I have here.  

One of the neighbors, who lives in the back 
house, has told me how much  she admires 
what the current administration is doing, so I 
know how she feels.  She  knows my politics.  I 
do live in the front house, and the entire neigh-
borhood might feel that I represent the entire 
complex.  I get up, put on a robe, and take down 
the sign in favor of neighborly harmony. 

 As I lie here, I know that I am postcarding, (my 
new word?), donating, and doing more, for my 
progressive colleagues, and I fall into a lovely 
sleep.  Yet… I do see fewer car decals and yard 
signs.  Have we become afraid to differ with one 
another in favor of “neighborly harmony”? 

 ~ Marcielle Brandler 

 
The Real Master of Biden's Victory 
Kudos to Jen O'Malley Dillon, the first female 
Democratic Campaign Director, for masterfully 
guiding President-Elect Biden through a pan-
demic, race riots and the likes of Trump!!  Run-
ning a campaign while your candidate is work-
ing in his basement for two months was a 
test.  Nothing could have prepared one for this 
campaign. 

Dillon began her political career in 1999, work-
ing on several campaigns and holding various 
positions.  In 2008, she joined Obama's cam-
paign and served on his transition team.  Next, 
she was a DNC Executive Director. In 2012, 
back to Obama; this time to serve as his Deputy 
Campaign Manager. Afterwards, she worked in 
political consulting.  She was Beto O'Rourke's 
Presidential Campaign Manager and then 
moved to Joe Biden's 2020 Presidential Cam-
paign in March of this year. 

~ Barbara Paul 
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